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hope for that victory. We need to allow 
them to hope that last month’s terrible 
jobs report was just an anomaly. I cer-
tainly hope it was. 

And most importantly, we need to 
allow them to remember that a little 
over a year ago, we didn’t have to rely 
on emergency supplements and direct 
payments from the government to sur-
vive. We had the most robust economy 
we had in decades and decades. Unem-
ployment numbers were at record lows. 
Wage gains were at record highs. 

So we have been there before. We can 
and we will recover. But encouraging 
total reliance on the government is not 
going to be what gets us there, espe-
cially when so many businesses in this 
country are trying to hire workers, and 
workers are not taking the jobs. 

I yield floor. 
CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 69, Andrea 
Joan Palm, of Wisconsin, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray, Mi-
chael F. Bennet, Jack Reed, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Patrick J. Leahy, Martin 
Heinrich, Catherine Cortez Masto, 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Christopher Mur-
phy, Christopher A. Coons, Tammy 
Baldwin, Tammy Duckworth, Chris 
Van Hollen, Tim Kaine, Thomas R. 
Carper, Amy Klobuchar, Margaret 
Wood Hassan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Andrea Joan Palm, of Wisconsin, to 
be Deputy Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) and the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Pennslyvania (Mr. TOOMEY). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 62, 
nays 35, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 179 Ex.] 

YEAS—62 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 

Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Crapo 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hassan 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 

Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Portman 

Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 

Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—35 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Cassidy 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Hagerty 

Hawley 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 

Risch 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—3 

Heinrich Murray Toomey 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BOOKER). On this vote, the yeas are 62, 
the nays are 35. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
GREEN JOBS PLAN 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to discuss what 
I have seen happen now over the last 
100 days of the Biden administration, 
and that is President Biden seems to be 
doubling down on some of the failures 
of the Obama administration. 

Last week, as the ranking member of 
the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee, I released a report, 
and it is called ‘‘Solyndra Syndrome 
and the Green Stimulus Delusion.’’ 
Solyndra syndrome. 

I tell you, I think it is an important 
thing to highlight because this 20-page 
report really is an in-depth look at the 
failed green energy policies under the 
Obama administration. Now what we 
are seeing is President Biden is deter-
mined, in my opinion, to repeat them, 
on a much larger scale. 

In 2009, under the direction of Presi-
dent Obama, Democrats passed a par-
tisan stimulus spending bill. The legis-
lation included $90 billion for green job 
training, for green energy loans, and 
for high-speed rail. It also included 
about $3 billion for a program more 
commonly referred to now as ‘‘Cash for 
Clunkers.’’ 

The goal was to produce millions of 
green energy jobs. They wanted to do it 
by investing taxpayer dollars in emerg-
ing green energy companies and also 
subsidizing new vehicles. 

So what did American taxpayers get 
for all of this money? What did they 
get as a return on this hefty invest-
ment? Well, they didn’t get the prom-
ised jobs. They got boondoggles. Bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars wound up 
wasted on green tech companies 
through loans or grants. Several of the 
companies then failed. 

The most famous of these was, of 
course, Solyndra. This was a solar 
panel company with many personal 
ties to the administration. It was lo-
cated in California and received over 

$500 million in government-backed 
loans. Vice President Biden, at the 
time Vice President, was actually the 
one who announced that Solyndra 
would receive hundreds of millions of 
taxpayer dollars. 

Well, not too long after that, head-
lines across the Nation told the story 
of what happened next. In September of 
2011, the company failed miserably. 
More than 1,000 workers lost their jobs. 
Almost all of the 535 million taxpayer 
dollars were lost. 

The leadership of Solyndra lied about 
the company’s value and what they 
could produce. It also turns out they 
were big political donors to the Obama- 
Biden campaign and the Democrats. 

While the Obama-Biden donors got 
millions of grant money, taxpayers 
back then were left holding the bag. It 
was a terrible green gamble, and it had 
gone terribly wrong. 

It wasn’t the only one of these 
projects. Other companies like A123 
Systems, Beacon Power, Ener1, Fisker 
Automotive all received big govern-
ment-backed loans, and they all went 
bankrupt. 

The waste didn’t stop at loans for 
private companies. No, the Obama ad-
ministration gave a $3.5 billion grant 
to California for a high-speed rail 
project. This was California’s planned 
bullet train, and it was supposed to go 
from Los Angeles to San Francisco. 

Let’s fast forward 10 years and see 
where we are with that bullet train. 
After skyrocketing project costs, the 
Governor of California has recently 
thrown in the towel. Only a fraction of 
the original project is going to be com-
pleted, and delays continue to be an-
nounced. 

So you might ask: Well, why are they 
completing a small fraction of this 
railroad, this high-speed bullet train 
that was supposed to go from Los An-
geles to San Francisco? Well, by com-
pleting a small part of the original 
project, California can avoid having to 
pay back the taxpayers of the Nation— 
more wasted money. 

Americans clearly remember Cash 
for Clunkers. What a program that 
was. It gave subsidies to folks for the 
purchase of a new greener vehicle as a 
way to stimulate auto sales and auto 
industry jobs. The big problem was it 
didn’t work. One analysis found that 
the Cash for Clunkers Program created 
one job for every $1.4 million spent. 
That is quite a lot of money for a sin-
gle job. The program itself was a 
clunker, and it spent way too much 
taxpayer cash. 

The list goes on and on, as I have 
outlined in this report. The Obama ad-
ministration frittered away billions of 
taxpayer dollars. They chose people 
close to the administration to receive 
the money. The economy remained 
sluggish, and the taxpayers got fleeced. 

There actually was one bright eco-
nomic spot during the great recession, 
and, of course, I will tell you that was 
the oil and gas sector in this country. 
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